
	

 

 

 

	

Bologna,	9th	May	2025	

	

Dear	Colleagues,	

Following	our	second	announcement	in	February	2025,	we	would	like	to	share	with	you	some	
key	 information	 and	 important	 deadlines	 for	 the	 16th	 International	 Symposium	 Ecology	 of	
Aphidophaga,	which	will	be	held	in	Bologna,	Italy,	8-12	September	2025.	

	
	
	

We	invite	you	to	participate	with	an	oral	or	poster	presentation:	do	not	miss	our	
distinguished	plenary	lectures.	

	
	
Prof.	 Kristopher	 Giles	 (USA)	 -	Oklahoma	 State	 University.	 “Disruption	 of	 biocontrol	 based	
IPM	cereal	systems	in	the	US”	
	
Prof.	M.	Angeles	Marcos	García	(Spain)	-	University	of	Alicante.	“Hoverflies	as	key	players	in	
integrated	aphid	control”.	
	
Prof.	Gerben	Messelink	(The	Netherlands)	-	Wageningen	University	&	Research.	“Preventive	
strategies	for	biological	control	of	aphids	in	greenhouse	crops”.	
	
Prof.	 J.P.	 Michaud	 (USA)	 -	 Kansas	 State	 University.	 “Reciprocal	 synergism	 between	 plant	
resistance	traits	and	biological	control	of	aphids	on	annual	crops”.	
	
Prof.	 Megha	 N.	 Parajulee	 (USA)	 -	 Texas	 A&M	 University.	 “Aphidophagy	 in	 cotton	
agroecosystems:	 Cropping	 system	 diversification	 and	 conservation	 biological	 control	 for	
cotton	aphid	population	suppression”.	
	
Dr.	 Alberto	 Urbaneja	 (Spain)	 -	 Instituto	 Valenciano	 de	 Investigaciones	 Agrarias	 (IVIA)	
“Advancements	in	plant-aphid	interactions:	exploring	the	role	of	induced	defense	signals	for	
enhanced	resistance”.	
	
Dr.	Jennifer	A.	White	(USA)	-	University	of	Kentucky.	“Aphidophagous	communities	respond	
to	intraspecific	variation	in	aphid	defense”.	

• 15	June	2025:	Deadline	for	early	registration	
• 30	June	2025:	Deadline	for	abstract	submission	

https://www.aphidophaga16.it/registration-and-fees/registration/
https://www.aphidophaga16.it/registration-and-fees/abstract-submission/


	

 

	
	

	
	

	
	

SOCIAL	ACTIVITIES	PROGRAM	
	
	
The	 welcome	 cocktail	 will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 San	
Giovanni	 in	 Monte	 complex,	 one	 of	 University	 of	
Bologna’s	 most	 fascinating	 venues.	 This	 complex,	
which	 includes	 the	 church	 and	 its	 surrounding	
buildings,	 was	 founded	 in	 the	 13th	 century	 and	
represents	 a	 striking	 example	 of	 medieval	
religious	architecture.	
	
	
	
Participants	will	also	have	the	chance	to	join	a	Bologna	city	center	tour.		
Bologna	is	a	vibrant	blend	of	medieval	charm	and	lively	modern	culture,	known	for	its	iconic,	
red-tiled	 roofs	 and	 extensive	 porticoes,	 nominated	 UNESCO	World	 Heritage.	 It	 houses	 the	
world's	oldest	university	and	boasts	a	 thousand-year-old	history	reflected	 in	 its	 towers	and	
piazzas.		
	
	

The	 excursion	will	 take	 place	 in	 the	 Comacchio	
Valley,	 one	 of	 the	 largest	 brackish	 areas	 in	 Italy.	
	The	 tour	 will	 take	 the	 participants	 along	 the	
ancient	bed	of	the	river	Po	by	coasting	the	former	
Comacchio	 salt	 marshes,	 a	 nesting	 site	 of	 the	
flamingos.	 The	 afternoon	will	 end	with	 a	walking	
tour	 around	 Comacchio	 city	 centre,	
characteristically	 crossed	 by	 canals,	 and	 a	 short	
visit	 to	 its	 main	 monuments.	 In	 the	 evening,	 the	
social	 dinner	 will	 then	 take	 place	 in	 a	 typical	
restaurant.		

IOBC STUDENTS TRAVEL GRANTS 
 

The	International	Organization	of	Biological	Control	will	be	providing	travel	grants	to	assist	
young	scientists	and	students	(<	35	years	old,	IOBC	membership	required)	with	travel	costs	
to	attend	the	meeting.	
	
Awards	will	range	from	400	to	800	euros,	depending	on	country	of	origin,	and	will	be	
awarded	competitively,	based	on	the	quality	of	submitted	abstracts.	
	
Acceptance	will	require	an	oral	presentation	at	the	meeting.	Applications	can	be	made	by	
email	to:	jpmi@ksu.edu.	

mailto:jpmi@ksu.edu


	

 

	
	
We	 hope	 that	 this	 Symposium	 is	 of	 interest	 to	 you	 and	 look	 forward	 to	welcoming	 you	 to	
Bologna.	Please	forward	this	circular	to	all	colleagues	who	may	be	interested.	
	

For	further	information,	visit:	https://www.aphidophaga16.it/	
	
	
The	Steering	Committee,	Ecology	of	Aphidophaga:	
J.P.	Michaud	(Chair	and	IOBC	liason)	
Laura	Depalo,	Antonio	Masetti	(Hosts	and	Local	Arrangements	Chairs,	Aphidophaga	16)	
Kris	Giles,	
Nickolas	Kavallieratos,	
Wolfgang	Weisser,	
Eric	Lucas	
	
	
The	Organizing	Secretariat:	
Eikon	s.r.l.	
Via	Perlasca,	10	–	40137	Bologna	
Tel:	+39	051	62	38	522	
organizingsecretariat@eikoncommunication.com	
	

https://www.aphidophaga16.it/

